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this publication will be useful to 
library officials planning or pre- 
sently working with Indian Bands 


in Canada to establish Band Libraries. 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE TO INDIAN BANDS 


Thtroduction: 


This information was taken from the 
Department of Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development, circular no.40, File 1/25-1 
-10.. It covers federal library grants to 

- Indian Bands and has been updated and re-. 
vised to align it with current developments. 


In response to requests from Indian 
communities, the Department assists in the 
establishment and maintenance of public 
library services, in co-operation with 
Provincial public library systems. The 
following information may be helpful to 
Bands interested. 
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1. UWhat lis ia Piao Library? 


A public library is @ sel lice institution 
which provides educational, informational and) 
cultural materials and activities for aaa 
ce of a community. Pre-school childzenms 
njoy picture books, story-telling, and Samia 

activities which help to prepare them toms) 
mal schooling. «. Students uses library 
a study and reference centre in preparing 
1omework. Adults find the library an aid to 


ntinuing education, community development | 
and cultural-actiLvitice. a 
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2. How are Public Libraries Organw22 os 


“In Canada, public libraries are governedm 
by provincial government public library agen= 
cies and operated by municipal and regional 
boards. Local. action is the basis of pubiag 
library organization. Financial support is 
provided through local tax funds ana provin- 
cial grants and services. — 


Ate eer eS Lari saad 


In all provinces, regional library sys= 
tems are established which link together all 
the libraries in an-area to:-provide better 
service. By pooling funds, staff and) feaquum 
ces, smaller community libraries can strenghte 
their services. Centralized ordering and pro= 
cessing is handled more efficiently and econo= 
mically. Books and other library materials aF 
circulated to the member libraries in each re= 
glon. Professional staff members help in the 

establishment of new libraries, train:-stasigeee 
advise on the development of service. 


- How do Indian Bands get Public Library 
Service? 


Provincial public library authorities 
eee end services to Indian Bands, in every 
province. A Band Council interested in ha- 
Ving public library service may approach the 
regional or county library in the area di- 
Beery fOr service. If there is no regional 
Or county library in the area, theProvincial 
Public Library Service makes other arrange- 
ments to assist the Band to establish and 
maintain a library. 


4, How Will the Library be Supported? 


Establishment and capital funds to 
erect new buildings, adapt older buildings, 
ema purchase furniture, equipment, and--ini- 
tial collections of books and other materi- 
als may be secured from a variety of sources: 


(a) The Cultural Development Divisionywill 
consider applications for establishment of 
grants to purchase initial collections. 


(oy ) The Education Branch will consider 
applications for establishment grants to 
prepare library accommodation. 


(c) Band Funds may be used to establis! 
Poe. Liprary. 


(d) In some provinces, provincial Sides 
library authorities make establishment 


(e) Native Development Corporations will 
consider applications for library establishment 
grants to be made from funds contributed from 
Bublic and private sources. 


The Current operation of the library is 
supported by the Band Council, the Federal 
Department of Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development, and the provincial government. 


The Band is expected to contribute at 
leart thirty cents per member Gach) yeaa 
support the library. This money may sage | 
from the Band funds, personal donations, or | 
a money-~raising event. It may not be collecq@ 
ted as a membership fee, since public Library. 
service is for all the people in the area wil 
thout charge to individual users. 


The Band may request a current operatings) 
library grant of two dollars and thirty centa 
per capita from the Grants to Indian Band Coun 
Sisks Fund, by way of a Band resolution. 





| 

os the resolution gives the name of the li- | 
brary system to which the Band library will be? 
connected, and the on-reserve population of an 
Band. This grant takes the place of local tax 
funds available in non-Indian communities. 


All grants made by the Department are 
subject to financial and performance audits 
by a qualified auditor. Failure to administer 
or perform the program satisfactorily OF toe 
submit the required audits could lead to can=- | 
cellation of future grants. Annual reparEe 
on the library must be made to the provincial | 
public library service, and a copy submitted || 
with the Band resolution requesting a library | 
grant in the second subsequent years. | 





The provincial Public Library Service 
provides a current operating grants and/or | 
services to the’ Band Library. 





S. Who Will Operate the Library? 


The Band Council is responsible for the 
library, and the appointment of a Library 
Committee or Board to operate it. The 
Library Committee selects one or more members 
‘of the Band to be the librarians, and makes 
arrangements for training with the regional 
or provincial large library system.. The li- 
brarian is paid at least the minimum wage per 
hour. Working hours are determined by the 
Committee on the basis of demand, convenience 
to the users and the librarian, and the size 
of the Band. 


6. Where is the Library Located? 


The Band library may be in a building 
along with other community services such as 
Peeetoagl library, community hall, etc. A 
separate building which is available may be 
used, such as a vacant school building, if 
this is practical. 


The Band may make arrangements to use 
a public library in a neighbouring community 
instead of a library on the reserve. 
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FEDERAL LIBRARY GRANTS TO INDIAN BANDS 


GRANTS GOVERNED BY CIRCULAR 40, 
FILE 1/25-1-10 AND TREASURY BOARD 
AUTHORITY TB 720 128 DATED JULY Saye 


BAND COUNCIL RESOLUTION FORM IA 135(6-72) 
SUGGESTED WORDING: 

"THAT THIS COUNCIL APPLY FOR A COMMUNITY 
LIBRARY GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF 2.30 DLRS 
X ON RESERVE POPULATION OF. , BEING 
DLRS TO ENABLE THE CONTINUED PAR- 
TICIPATION OF THE COMMUNITY IN THE PRO- 
VINCIAL LIBRARY. THE COMMUNITY WILL 
CONTRIBUTE 30¢ PER CAPITA ON RESERVE PO- 
PULATION, NAMELY DLRS AS THEIR 
SHARE TO BE ADDED TO THE LIBRARY GRANT," 


APPLICATION THROUGH B. C.: RR. FROMSE aie 
TO DISTRICT OPRICE ANDTAN Scam 
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HOW IT IS DONE IN ONTARIO 


Indian Bands in Ontario are eligible for 
grants from the federal and provincial govern- 
ments to establish their own library. 


To establish your library requires that: 


1) ‘Band Council pass a resolution (B.C.R.) 
establishing a public library... The 
resolution should indicate:: 

-Their provincial library service, 
which is Provincial Library Service, 
Ontario Ministry of Culture and 
Recreation. 


2) Notify by sending a copy of the reso- 
LUGO: . | 
a)Mr. William A. Roedde, Director 

Provincial Library Service 

Ontario Ministry of Culture & Rec. 
Hetn Floor, MowateS8lock 

Queen's Park, Toronto, Ont. M4A 1C5 


b)Department of Indian Affairs 
Area Agency Superintendant 


3) Take further steps as advised by the 
provincial and federal officials. 


Grants: 


1)  Federally-via Department of Indian 
-Affairs-$2.30 per capita (on-reserve 
population) are annualy made avai- 


lable. 

2) Provincially-via Provincial Library 
Service-$1.80 per capita are annually 
avallable. 

a, Own contribution--30.30 per Cantus 


4) *Provincial-via Wintario-Ministry of 
Culture and Recreation-$2,000.00 are 
now available for each Band to apply 
for. These are for the purchase of 
books, audio-visual material and other 
material. We 


*note-Usually requires Band to pass Baga 
establishing” a public library  Oneee 
reserve, 
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